
To Leash or Not to Leash - That, is NOT the question 
 

I wish there was enough wilderness to go around.  I wish there were endless tracts of 
land so that you, me, dogs, and natural flora and fauna could all have our own 10 acre plot 
where we could do what we want without disrupting or being disrupted by each other.  There is 
a lot of land out there, but sadly, Sinks Canyon just ain’t big enough.  

 
 

Reasons cited for not leashing a dog: 
● “We’re outside!  Let the dog be free!!” 
● “I don’t have a leash” 
● “I never leash my dog” 
● “You don’t see other wildlife on leashes, do you?” 

 
 
 

Anyone who frequents Sinks Canyon is likely to have experienced one side or the other of this 
issue.  In all Wyoming state parks, dogs and other pets MUST be kept on leash and MUST be 
cleaned up after.  Yet on any given day at the crag, one is likely to run into a number of dogs, 
some leashed, and others not.  
 
Don’t take it from me.  Hear it in the words of two dog lovers - climber and park staff. 
https://youtu.be/caFndMR61uk 

 

The infamous “Leash Law” exists in the state park in order to: 
 

1. Protect wildlife from the undue stress of unleashed pets. You don’t always see it, 
but Sinks Canyon is home to a variety of animals, from chuckers and marmots, to rattlers 
and deer, and even the occasional bear or cougar.  For more info: 
https://www.nps.gov/goga/learn/management/upload/-1680-Sime-1999.pdf 

 
2. Protect pets from potentially dangerous wildlife. In the canyon, dogs have been bit 

by rattlesnakes and had run-ins with bears.  A dog on a leash is MUCH LESS LIKELY to 
have a nasty encounter if they are on leash.  

 
3. Mitigate the effect of one person’s pet on another person’s recreation.People come 

to the park for all kinds of reasons: fishing, climbing, hiking, camping, etc.  Most people 
don’t mind a well behaved dog, but not all dogs are that, and not all people are the 
same.  However, all people have a right to enjoy public land with as little direction or 
disruption from other recreators as is possible.  

 

https://youtu.be/caFndMR61uk
https://www.nps.gov/goga/learn/management/upload/-1680-Sime-1999.pdf


4. Minimize unattended dog skat.Just like in your yard, if dog poop is let sit, it kills the 
grass.  This in turn creates a perfect environment for invasive species of flora to take 
root.  

 
 
We all like different things, and no one likes taking orders, but isn’t keeping your 
dog on a leash a small price to pay to preserve the wildness of this land and 
everyone’s right to explore and experience it in their own way? 
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